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- Second 7 indication of TY right of pre 
teſtant churches to require the cler d 


| fubſerite. io an eftabliſhed. confi Jo 
FH oak deftrines. ks 


ein, „ le 


N my Biſcourle, which you a to 
examine, I prove the right of church- 
governours, to require the clergy to ſubſcribe 
to an eſtabliſned confeſſion, * by two argy- 
ments; one deduced" from the ends, for which 
the church of Chriſt was inſtituted ; the other 


from the commands given by St. Paul to 


Timothy and Titus to take care, that thoſe, 


whom they appointed paſtors and teachers, 
ſhould: be ſuch as held ry the faithful word 


agreeably to what they had been taught, the 


"myſtery of the faith in a pure conſcience. To 
the latter of them you make no reply: and 
yet the right is the ſame, and the tendency 
of it is the ſame, by whichever of the two 
it is proved. Conſider therefore, what you 

may have done by omitting to take notice of 
this argument, and yet endeavouring to ſnew, 


23 * the nature and extent of the right con- 


tended for is ſuch, as will juſtify the claim 

of the church of Rome to every thing, which 
ſhe requires either of clergy or laity. If our 
readers for want of your help ſhould be con- 


vinced * the precepts of St. Paul on the ene 
| A 


hand, | 


= Fl: SI þ | » Exam P«J2427- | 


* 


2 
fa 
4 


1 


(2) 


vernours, and by your reaſonings on the other, 


5 


4 
* 


that ſuch a right is inconſiſtent with the true 


principles of the reformation; you leave them to 
conclude, that the principles of the reformation, 
are inconſiſtent with the authority of the apoſtle. 
But I muſt take your performance, as I find 
it. Inſtead therefore of conſidering what you 
omit, I will enquire, how well you ſucceed, in 


what you attempt. Before we enter upon the 
proper ſubject of your examination, give me 
| to clear up a difficulty, which embarraſſes 
you. for eight pages together. They are ſpent 
in enquiring, how I mean to diſtinguiſh, where 


I fay,; that 4**.church-governours have intro- 


* 
* 


7 


e duced nem and unſcriptural words and ex- 


< preſſions into eſtabliſhed. confeſſions, . not to 
< fix the ſenſe of ſcripture-doctrines, but to 


fix the ſenſe, in which ſcripture- expreſſions 


* 2 


> 
> 


3 
K E 


2 Exam, pg. Sc. Charge. p. 11. 
. | : N a 


„ e 


are underſtood. by the candidates for the 
..* office of public teaching. A little attention 
would have ſaved you this trouble, and have 
hen you, that the diſtinction is rather verbal 
than real. I had been reminding thoſe, who 
A unſcriptural words and expreſſions will bet- 
-* ter fix the ſenſe of ſcripture-doctrines, than 
_« the words of Chriſt and his apoſtles ?” — 
that the ſenſe of ſcripture may in their own 
judgment be expreſſed more plainly, and there- 
fore the odium, which they may attempt to 
raiſe by this invidious queſtion againſt us, who 
are defenders of ſubſcriptions, if we ſhould 


b 1 3 ſay, 


9 \ 78 


t F 


(3) 


| fay, that it may be expreſſed — preciſely; 
than in the words of Chriſt and his apoſtles, 


will return upon themſelves. But the words 


oh 


of the queſtion are as captious, as the matter 
of it-is invidious : and for this reaſon, when 1 
came to anſwer it, I choſe to ſpeak of thoſe 
new and unſer iptural words and expreſſions as 
intended rather to fix the ſenſe, in which 
ſeripture- expreſſions are underſtood by the 


candidates, than to fix the ſenſe of ſcripture- 


doctrines. This is the whole myſtery, which 


| _ have taken fo much pains to find out, GG: 


ave miſſed of at laſt. | 
Fou make your den Wan for dike diſs 
ointment by the curioſity, with which you 


12 them at the cloſe ? of theſe eight 


pages. You there quote the following paſſage 
rom my diſcourſe: The dilemma itſelf, in 
c reſpect of the candidates for the miniſtry; i is 
not ſubſcribe or flarve; but either you muſt 
by ſubſcribing to the eſtabliſhed confeſſion 


* of the church, in which you defire to be 4 


* teacher of the ' goſpel, give it the evidence, 
© which it requires, that your faith and doc- 
e trines are ſuch; as it judges to be agreeable 
e to the true religion of Chriſt; or elſe you 


_ * muſt apply yourſelf to ſome other way of getting 


, Jivelibood :” and then you cry out; © Some 


„other way of getting a livelihood, Mr. pro- 


e fefſor! ſome other way! than what? than 


** this way of ſubſcribing? Is ſubſcription 'to 
* be mentioned among the ways of getting 
Bo} IEEE {> 1 am OT A very RO 

| A2 „ 


99 15 * Brun, bene * Charge p. S. 


1 


in the. uſe of Italics: becauſe I take it for 
granted, that ſuch readers, as I write for, 
will underſtand me without them. But if I 
could have thought it poſſible for any clergy- 
man of the church of England not to ſee, that 
the way of getting a livelihood here intended 
is that of being a teacher of the goſpel; I wauld 
mim printing my charge have gone out of my 
way, and have pointed out my meaning to 
him, as I have now, with this typographical 
feſcue. Perhaps after all you did underſtand 
ine, and defigned here to give us a ſpecimen of 
your facetiouſneſs: if you did; the humour of 
| mtroducing ſo much wings exclamation, 
only to make me fay one thing, where I have 
plainly ſaid ons rg, is ſo aukward, that all 
your readers, who are not in the Weret, will 
, miſfake it for a blunder.. 
But it is time to come to the points in 
queſtion between us, 3 the tendency and force 
of my argument reſpecting the right of pro- 
'Y Aan churches to require the clergy to ſub- 
e ſcribe to an eſtabliſhed confeſſion of faith 
and doctrines. You begin with the tendency 
of it, and obſerve, <« that » my argument, ad. - 
, mitting its validity, proves the right not 
« more in favour of the governours of our own 
* or of any other proteſtant church, than of 
the governours, of governour, of the church 
f Rome.” | You allow however, that © a 
te proteſtant woulll not be juſtifyed, if he ſhould 
9 r to en this right, EY becauſe tn 
cc 


ed” Title page of Exam. b Exam. p. 4. 5. 6. 
e P.5• 2 . 7 5 a 


(8) 
45 belongs to this church in common with his 
« own.” Having thus confeſſed the ſingle ob- 
ſervation, which you make on the tendency of 
my argument, to be nothing to the purpoſe; 
* you repeat it, that your readers may be ſurs 
to remember it; and then, taking leave of the 
ſubject, you go on to enquire into the tendency 
of my reaſonings ce on the nature and extent 
.* of the right itſelf,” not as proved by this 
particular argument, which you undertake to 
examine, but by this, or by any e en 
whatſoever.. 
; . deſign of my difcourls, as I declare i in 
beginning of it, is © to vindicate the general 
ee which the governours of our own, or 
| any other proteſtant church, have to en- 
e joyn, that all thoſe, who are admitted to the 
_ & office of public teaching in it, ſhall ſubſcribe 
« to the truth of ſome confeſſion of faith and 
e doctrines.“ This declaration, you ſay, ** does 
not extend the right to all confeſſions „ 
e faith and doctrines, but only to ſome.” If 
you mean to ſome confeſſions; this is not the 
word, which I uſe : and by gs. up your 
ſentence with the word confeffion you _— go 
near to make nonſenſe of it. No very deep 
inſight into the idiom of your mother- tongue 
was neceſſary to diſcover, that I uſe the word 
' ſome here as an indefinite, not as a definitive, 
pronoun, to ſtate confeſſions indeterminately, 
not to. diſtinguiſh' one ſort from another. 
But this unlucky, word, inſtead. of clearing 
up. uu 1 only ſerved. to N you. 
| I ex- 


2 Exam, p- 6. ö 1 Charge, p. 1. 3 p· 6. 


=] expreſs myſelf, you ſay, in ſuch a manner, 

| as © not to extend the right in queſtion to all 

* confeſſions of faith and doctrines.“ Thus 

far you get in your text. Upon farther con- 
ſideration you acquaint your readers in a note, 

that I do not directly deny it to extend to 

Kall.“ A man of your * « logical exactneſs, 

when he had found the propoſition before him 

to be neither univerſal nor particular, might 

have known it to bet „% er 4 


indefinite. 8 
Towards the end of your performance you 
make another miſtake in the doctrine of pro- 
poſitions. I call my diſcourſe v a vindication 
* of the right of proteſtant churches to re- 
«©-quire the clergy to ſubſcribe to an eſtabliſhed 

* confeſſion of faith and doctrines.” — Out of 
this'title by adding three words of your own, 
and by changing an into any, which you. 
fay, in a parentheſis, © is only taking the ſame 
«© Hhberty with this little word to fix the mean- 
ing, in which it is to be underſtood, which I 

_ *t allow church-governours to take with ſerip- 
ture itſelf,” you form this propoſition for 
me, Church-governours have a right to en- 
joyn ſubſcription to any eſtabliſhed confeſſion 
** they think proper,“ and then hold it up to 
pour readers to ſhew them the enormity of 
Dit.“ This clumſy buſineſs may poſſibly diſ- 
guſt ſome of them: and your parentheſis has 

not humour enough in it to bring them into 
temper again. vou might have formed this 
propoſition out of my title- page; Proteſtant 


| „Exam. p. 6. 7. 4 Exam. p. 45. 3d. & Ath. Edit. 
Exam. p. 45. * Title-page of Charge. 


- farther inſtruction. 


1 $3 


4 Charge, p. 3. 13.14.13. * Exam. p. 14. 21, 23. 


— 


6 
te church-governours, have a right to require 
« ſubſcription to an eſtabliſhed - confeſſion. 
But if you did not underſtand, that this 1s 
neither the ſame propolition, nor of the ſame 
fort, with that other, which you give me; I 
mult ſend. you once more to the logicians for 
But let us go on with our enquiry. A right 
of requiring ſubſcription to an eſtabliſhed con- 
feſſion, when it is deduced from the duty of 
church-governours to take care, that the in- 
ſtructions, delivered to the people of their own. 
church by the public paſtors and teachers of 
it, ſhould be agreeable to the truth of the 
| goſpel, is limited by this principle to. ſuch a 
confeſſion only, as thoſe governours according 
to the beſt of their judgment believe to contain 
the faith and doctrines, which were taught 
mankind by Chriſt and his apoſtles, and to 
ſuch perſons only, as deſire to be paſtors and 
teachers in that particular church. In reſpect 
of theſe it is farther limited by the right, which 
every chriſtian has to judge and determine for 
himſelf, what faith and doctrines he =h ap to 
hold: no church can. conſiſtently with this 
right make uſe of its confeſſion as a law to 
compel them to aſſent to the propoſitions, 
which it contains, but only as a teſt to dil- 
cover, whether they do aſſent to them or not. 
Theſe are the limits, * within which I con- 
fine the right in queſtion, Where then do you 
begin to ſee popery? Juſt at that point, where 
I leave it, as you ſay, to the opinion, as I ſay, 
e R 7 7 to 


- . 
to the beſt of the judgment of church-goverri« 
durs to determine, what confeſſion contains the 
true faith and doctrines of the goſpel: they 
have not, you think, done their duty in the 
s caſe, unleſs they have acted according to ſome 
© more certain rule in determining on the 
& ſoundneſs”. of the faith and doctrines © of 
* candidates for the office of public teaching. 
Whatever appearance there may be of popery 
in this part of the controverſy; it comes . 
your quarter, not from mine. I maintain, 
Agreeably to the original principles of reforma- 
tion, that all chriſtians in their religious duties, 
and therefore church-governours amongſt the 
Teſt in the duty of determining on the ſoundneſs 
of the faith and doctrines of thoſe, who deſire to 
be public teachers, ought to guide themſelves 

by 9 .— interpreted according to the beſt of 
their on judgment. You maintain on the con- 
trary, that they do not do their duty in the caſe; 
unleſs they act by a more certain rule. Where 
you would have them look for this more cer- 
tain rule, I know not; unleſs in the unerring 

dictates of an infallible church. Whilſt therefore 
you were conſidering the tendeney of my prinei- 
ples and reaſonings, you would have done well to 
— thought on the tendency of your own. 
But as you occaſionally mention both ſcrip- 
ture uninterpreted, and ſcripture interpreted 
by the judgment of the people; I ought not to 
charge your principles with a tendency towards 
introducing the guidance of an infallible e 


= Exam. p· 41. 42. Exam. p. 9. 13. v Exam. 
„„ ET To e 


(9). 
/ when you refer church-governours to a more 
e certain rule, than ſcripture interpreted by 
their own judgment, without firſt enqui- 
ring, whether you direct your readers to look 
for this more certain rule in either of theſe. 
Scripture uninterpreted may be applyed as a 
rule in the caſe, either by requiring on the part 
of thoſe, who deſire to be appointed public 
teachers, a ſolemn declaration or ſubſcription, 
that they receive the ſcriptures as the word of 
God, and will inſtruct the people out of them; 
or elſe by requiring them to Fabſeribe to a ſet 
of articles extracted from the ſcriptures, and 
_ expreſſed throughout in no other words, than 
the words of Chriſt and his apoſtles. You had 
ſeen in my diſcourſe ſeveral: facts, which I al- 
ledge to prove the uncertainty of this rule ap- 
plyed in either way. I obſerve that there 
were, as St. Peter informs us, unlearned and 
unſtable men, in his time who wreſted the 
ſcriptures to their own deſtruction; that ſome, 
as We learn from St. Paul, perverting the words 
of the apoſtles, had ſlandered them as teaching, 
that men might do evil that good might come; 
that * every ſect, which has ſprung up ſince the 
firſt planting of chriſtianity, has had an inter- 
pretation of ſcripture peculiar to itſelf; that 
much pains have all along been taken by the 


ſeveral leaders of theſe numberleſs contending 


parties to give ſuch a ſenſe to the words of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, as might appear moſt 
ſuitable to their own favourite opinions; and 

that thus by the Pee diſputings of men of 
BER | 25 e 


Charge. 8 Charge. . 


. 


3 


(2) 


n minds a variety of meanings has been 
found out for thoſe ſeripture-expreſſions, which 
were originally intended to convey but one: 
1 you acquaint your readers with my ſenti- 


ments about this rule in either application of 
. paſs theſe obſervations over in ſilence, 


and offer nothing in reply to. obvtate the con- 


cluſion, which follows: 


not found yourſelf obliged to allow, 


thing is more common, than to extract SH . 


ſeripture- expreſſions very unſeriptural doc- 


trines; ſuch as dominion founded on grace; 


the ſupremacy of St. Peter; tranſubſtantiation; 
the right of compelling men by force to come 
into the church; with many others; and con- 
ſequently that ſcripture uninterpreted is not a 
more certain rule, by which church-governours 


hay try the faith and: doctrines of thoſe, who 
r 


e to be public teachers, than . ture in- 


» reted according to the heft of own ; 


6. Froake of 'ſetigture hs. 
8 the judgment of the people, as if this was 
the more certain rule, which you had in your 
eye. The peo = ou ſay; for any thing 
«< urged in my urſe. to the contrary may 


dgment. 
| Nor do 


ebe, you do a eee to ſay, the people 


notwit ng any thing, which might have 
been urged to the -contrary are, the propereſt 
« judges for themſelves in this affair, and have 


er, the beſt. claim to all the ſatisfaction, which 


C jf r to be our * ot 


5 . 5.404 9 


m them. This I 
preſume you would not have done, if eee had 


(mn) 


« keg doctrines of ſuch as are to be ap- 


„Pointed their public teachers. Till 
venture to- ſay this; the : tendency; Which 
charged upon your e reſts, Where 
left Mr S TILES 


on 
* 
* * 


Let ine tadviſe ah Fog to abmis 
to this charge, and to change your principles 
for ſome others of d better kind and more 
conſiſtent with the original principles of re- 
formation, than to cakryn,,,j 3matter of the 


judgment: and claim of the people any farther, 


than you have carryed it already: perhaps you 9 


might. have done vaurſelf as much credit; - if 


you hadinot- Ky ere mg e fo far. Whatever Mn 
there maybe in my::diſcourſe;;; there is cer- 


tainly ſomethingiin the feriptures, 3 
that the people are not 


Aways the p 


judges for themſelves the time will 3 hays 
St. Paul, when: men will not endure ſound doc- | © 
heap to themſelves teachers aftern&n 
their owncluſts... Fbere is likewiſe ſomething. = 
and common ſenſe, which bes + that” 
Fare 
2 ———— gies. to judge 8 
who are will- 
ing to inſtruct them, Nay even in my diſ- 
ound, two ſerip-- 


they, ey, who want inſtructions in the goſpel, 
the faith and doctrines of tho 


courſe; you might have f 
ture - precepts urged by me, which are incon- 


ſiſtent with the claim of the people o deter- 
mine in the affair. St. Paul charges Titus, that 


they; whom he ordained elders, ſhould be ſuch 
as s held faſt the Fairhful word, 45 — — had been 


1 1 we | 3 A taught; RES 
2 Tim. iv. 3. 3 Charge. v b. 85 17 mi 9. 


„„ 


n lt. 9. . 


1. 
1. 


(1) 
tauglw; and Timothy. that they, whonr he 


ordained deacons fhould be fuch, as !hele the 
my of the faith in a pure conſeience: 


b theſe precepts imphy, that the right of determm. 
ing, whether the faith and doctrines of the can- 
diclates were agreeable or not; to the truth of the 


goſpel; belon ed toi them. I need not ohferve, 


.  thattherealon aſſigned by Ste Paub for giving 


Timothy this and ſome other precepts reſpect- 
855 my the qualificatins of elders arid deacons, is 
ue as comets it with his duty as æ church- 
wvernour: and therefore extends it to all others; 
may ak any time be im this ſtation; theſe 
things; Mys be Write Trutitb:theez==rtHatrthon 
mayest know! how thouf oughteſt tolbrhave-thy- 
_ ff iffitheHouſo of God, whichis the church # 
che hing God: forthe writer of tlie confeffrornal, 
-_ whoſe. words 1 quote on! this occaſtbriʒꝭ will in. 
form deu thut “ herb the methods tif, pro- 


4 ct eh ſtiam! are matter of-ſevtpþture- 
1 ne 8. ae dien recommended by 


ad  Riprardiptectteris; they fhoule:bedtrictly 


S follower” You muſt» Rave read odhe dif: 
courſe; which you undertäke to d xamiſeſ i very 
1325 carefefsty, if you &verlerked this carguirient: 


and y6a tuft be vefy itt qualifyett for the 


coffee of an camiher, 1 5 did not {eb the 
free uf ir to prove the Hght in queſtion, for 
5 When py 4 prdueed it; and the tendency 


= N 0 e we fachen that the charch-govern- 

# hom N Hght belongs) are diſtinct 
be ee e, 

fuppoſe 8 _ able to — Sock 

a * of church- Fe pag as ſhould 


| the cole tive 3 f the People. the Fight 


of determining upon the ſoundneſs of the faith 
and doCtrines: of, thoſe, who are to be appoint- 


had fixed your eye ſo ſteadily, I Pr etend not to 


1 2 15 -N 
1 l k 
* 
# 
1 


* 


tat 


ed paſtors and teachers, with every thing urged 
by me; with ſcripture in general, and with rea- 


ſon and common ſenſe; hat would you gain 
by this? you would only transfer the right of 
requiring ſubſcription to an eſtabliſhed con- 


feſſion from one ſort of church-governours to 


another. Such a conſtitution as this would 
be a democratical one: the people would be 
the church-governours; it would be their duty 
to take care, that the public inſtructions ſhould 
be agreeable to the truth of the goſpel; and 


they would therefore have the right of re- 


Paſtors: and teachers, to ſubſcribe to an 


eſtabliſhed confeſſion of faith and doctrines. 


Thus the argument, which has fallen under 


your animadverſion, proceeds, you find, upon 


duch general principles, as extend the conclu- 
ſion much farther than you apprehended 91 and 


when you ſay, It does not appear from this 


argument, but that, if any aſſurance be ne- 
s ceſſary to be given by thoſe, that are willing 
ee to teach the goſpel, of their ſoundneſs in 
faith and doctrines, it ſhould be given to the 
c people themſelves; you ſhew, that you un- 
derſtood this as little as the other. Vou ſat 
doyyn to read it with too narrow ſentiments to . 
be capable of comprehending the whole com- 
paſs of it. Vou thought you ſaw, that it was 


applicable to the church of England; and you 
ſay 


77 
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* how friendly an aſpect, on the church, 
which you are a clergyman, as not to take 
any others beſides this into your view.  _ 
The people however may happen, you 

er fay, to differ widely in opinion from their 
* governours, and cannot in conſcience receive 
<« the doctrines taught by the miniſters ap- 
4 pointed them, if they explain the ſcriptures 
* invariably according to the confeſſion ſub- 
, ſcribed. What is to. be done then? The 
anſwer is plain; they may ſeek for other in- 
ſtructions. But where, ſay you will they 
« find them? if church- governours have a right 
L to require, that all thoſe, who are deſirous 
tt of preaching the goſpel to the people, ſhall 
«* firſt ſubſcribe their eſtabliſhed confeſſion, 
«© who, that have not firſt ſubſcribed, have a 
e right to inſtruct them? The anſwer here is as 
plain, as before; they may ſeek for new church- 
overnours, as well as for new inſtructors. 
Though the governours of each proteſtant 
church have, on my principles, a right to re- 
quire all thoſe, who are appointed paſtors and 
teachers in that church, over which they pre- 
fide, to ſubſcribe to its eſtabliſhed confeſſion; 
yet I have never maintained, that all proteſtant 
churches muſt needs have the ſame confeſſion; 
or that the governours of any one church have 
a right to require ſubſcription to their con- 
feſſion from the clergy of all others: on the 
contrary my reaſonings are ſuch, as ſuppoſe 
each particular church to hold its religion 
independently of every other church. That 
95 , | you 
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vou may not hereafter forget a ge in my 
ö which you oY | N 
will tranſcribe it : © © ſeparate churches are, in 
<« reſpect of one another, like ſeparate men: if 
ce each individual proteſtant holds his religion 
ce independently of all others; ſo does each par- 
te ticular proteſtant church.” Perhaps you are 

apprehenſive, that new ſects may ariſe with ſuch 
opinions, as no ſociety of chriſtians has hitherto 


„received. But as none has ever ariſen yet, 


which has not been able to heap to itſelf 
teachers, and to ſettle fomething, which it has 
called church-government ; let the doctrines, in 
which thoſe, about whom you are ſolicitous, 
may ſeek inſtruction, be ever ſo wild; you need 
not fear a dearth of this fort of proviſion.” 
The queſtions, which I have been anſwering, 
are only introductory to the capital evidence, 
by which you undertake to prove, that my 
fentiments and reaſonings are ſuch, f as would, 
if they were to be admitted, eſtabliſh as griev- 
ous a tyranny over mens conſciences, as any, 
which is claimed or exerciſed by the church of 
Nome. If the people, you ſay, in caſe of a 
* conſciencious diſſent may ſeek other inſtruc- 
te tion, than that, which is provided for them; 
© they ought not: for the profeſſor ventures 


© to affert, that the governours of the church, 


though they do not bind the laity to ſub- 
_ * ſcribe to the eſtabliſhed confeſſion, yet un- 
<«« derſtand them to be bound in conſcience, as 
much as the clergy, to believe and practiſe 
. PTY what 
4 Charge. p. 1 5. 16. * Exam. p. 24. Exam. 
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«what is contained in it, —In this rule they 
* propoſe to all, who are members of the 
* church, wherein they preſide, to the laity, as 
* well as to the clergy, ſuch a ſummary of the 
_ © religion of Chriſt, as every chriſtian, accord- 
* ing to the beſt of their judgment, is bound 
< in conſcience to aſſent to.” - You, Sir, are a 
| pac! "corn you preach to the laity in your 
iſh; and perhaps you may ſometimes preach 
in your turn to the clergy at a viſitation. Sup- 
poſe now, that you were at liberty to deliver to 
both whatever doctrine you thought proper, 
and were not confined at all by any ſubſcrip- 
tion; you would, I preſume, deliver ſuch doc- 
trine, extracted according to the beſt of your 
judgment from the ſcriptures, and expreſſed in 
plain and determinate language, as you under- 
ſtood your hearers, whether laity or clergy, to 
be bound in conſcience to believe and practiſe? 
Your diſcourſes would be of a very ſingular 
eaſt, if you did not make uſe of ſome new and 


unſeriptural words and expreſſions. But ſup- 


ſk you did not: propoſitions, though con- 
ar an words eee picked Ga here 
and there ce ron and unconnected 
parts of ſcripture, are in reſpect of the lan- 
guage, and may be in reſpect of the doctrine, 
as new and unſcriptural, as if you were 
to expreſs your meaning in any other words 
and phraſes not to be found there. Vou there- 
fore, as a private clergyman, would do the 
very ſame thing in your diſcourſes, which is 
3 tyranny, when I ſuppoſe it to be done 
y church-governours in an eſtabliſhed con- 


. Might 
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lf it ſhould be objected to you, as you ob- 
ject to them, that © in your judgment none 
_ «of your chriſtian hearers could refuſe: their 
4 aſſent to the doctrines delivered by you in 
* words and phraſes new and unſcriptural with- 
ec out wounding their conſciences; the beſt ex- 
cuſe, which I could think of for you, would be 
the ſame, which I offer for them; that you 
endeavour to diſcharge your duty conſcien- 
ciouſſy; that though you preach ſuch doc- 
tries, as every chriſtian, according to the beſt of 
your judgment, is bound in conſcience to aſſent 
to; and make uſe of ſuch words and phraſes, as 
appeat to you moſt expreſſive of the true mean- 
ing of the feriptures, from which you extract 
thoſe doctrines, and leaſt likely to be miſunder- 
Rood; yet, as you know your judgment to be at 
beſt but fallible, when you have done this, you 
leave every man to judge and determine for him- 
ſelf, whether thoſe doctrines are ſuch, as he 
ougnht to aſſent to or not. You would be like. 
ly enough to accept of this apology for your 
-own conduct; though you will not allow it to 
be a ſufficient juſtification of what I have ſup- 
poſed church-governours to do. And ſhould any 
one aſk, by way of reply, vhether every 
cc hearer is left to judge and determine for him- 
e ſelf concerning the truth on falſhood of your 
. «doctrine, its agreeableneſs or contrariety to 
ce the word of God, and whether he ought to 
* aſſent to it, or nit; when you take upon 
4 yourſelf to judge for them all, whether laity 
or clergy,” to judge 2 ſort of — 
| | . 1 cc all 
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| „ 
« ſhall ſet forth to ** in your public Alk. 
_ * courſes for their faith and eee — yo „ 
* to judge their very conſciences, as 4 
= aſſent to or diſſent from it? wor nach the — 4 
was thus made your own, you might poſlibly WM 
Ces that your hearers could then only ⁵ 
properly ſaid to wound their conſciences, in | 
your judgment, by rejecting ſuch doctrine, as 
you underſtood them to be bound in conſci- 
ence to aſſent to; not if they therefore reject it, 
becauſe, whatever your judgment may be, their 
-conſcience obliges them to refuſe their aſſent; } 
but if they reject it in their outward profeſſion, 3 
whilſt, according to your judgment, they aſſent 
do it in their conſcience; that you could then 
2 be prop 5 ſaid to judge their very con- 
ſciences; not if you propoſe ſuch doctrine, as 
this, to them; hut if you judge, that all thoſe, 
-who reject it, viate er they may declare to the 
contrary, muſt be guided by ſomething elſe, | 
and mon by the dictates of. conſcience; — | 
and conſequently that what is ſaid by the ob- 


Ft | about chriſtians *<* wounding t jeir con- 
* ſciences'in your ju dgment,” and about « ur 
-< Judging their very nces, ” would be 


.only hard words lyed, either for want of | 
underſtanding. them, or in order to bring an 
o dium upon a very innocent matter by miſre- 
preſenting it. As to the reſt; if you 2 
think, that you want any y other apology, and 
could find any other; I will venture to ſay be- 
forehand, that, if it is a juſt one, it will be as 
applicable to the caſe. of church-governours, 
as to your ow u. 
In I mean time pour principles would 
n 
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make it as much your vallucle to anſwer on 


your own behalf the following queſtions, if any 
one elſe ſhould aſk them, as my principles 
can make it my buſineſs on the behalf of 
eee eee to anſwer the like queſtions, 
- when you ask them. What doth the church 
« of Rome, more than you would do? What 
« tyranny does ſhe exerciſe over the conſci- 


. : « ences of men, which exceeds what you 


« would exerciſe? Or what fetters has ſhe 
te forged for their underſtandings, which every 
* preacher upon your rinciples has not a right 
* to put on the under dings of their - 
nay tive congregations ! DT 
As far however, as proteſtant church-go- 
vernours can on my principles be concerned in 
ſuch queſtions as theſe, I will endeavour to ob- 
viate them: and if I ſhould give them ſuch an 
anſwer, as would juſtify your mene, in the 
pulpit, it is at your ſervice. ; 
- Toſhew dc what this anſwer eee = 
ſider a farther queſtion, vrhich you ask, and 
the anſwer, which you ſuppoſe muſt on m 
principles neceſſarily be given to it. Dot 
* the church of Rome ſet forth the danmabie 
doctrines of tranſubſtantiation, tory, 
praying to ſaints, to be believed: and praſtiſed 
« by the people? She hath good right to en- 
«5 joyn them all, in an eſtabliſhed confeſſion of 
« faith and doctrines, to —_ ſubſcribed by all 
< thoſe, that are deſirous of 2 aching the 
goſpel, and to be a rule of faith and practice 
dis the A ry as the pope, the church- 


* go- 


z 
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« governour, judges them to be ſeriptural and 
L « ſaving doctrines.“ + You will find, that the 
8 + papa of this fame pope, who is, when 
held up, as you hold him up here, a bugbear, 
which nd rein children, but which men 
of common ſenſe, who eannot but ſee through 
your artifice, will laugh at, are reduced by my 
principles and reaſonings within a very narrow 
m—_—_——_ m . 8 
In the firſt place; the deſign of my diſcourſe 
is ton © vindicate the right, which the go- 
* vernours of our own, or of any other pro- 
< teſtant, church, have to enjoyn, that all 
e thoſe, who are admitted to the office of 
, public teaching in it, ſhall ſubſcribe to the 
.< truth of ſome eſtabliſhed confeſſion of faith 
t and doctrines.” Thus in ſtating my ſubject 
I ſuppoſe different churches to be under dif- 
ferent governours, and this right to belong in- 
dependently to each of them: which ſuppoſition 
implys, that the claim of the governours, or 
governour, of any one church to a ſupremacy 
over all is a mere uſurpation. What is planely 
ümplyed here, is expreſsly declared in another 
paſſage of my diſcourſe, which I reminded you 
of above: Separate churches are in reſpect 


of one another like ſeparate men; if each 


individual proteſtant holds his religion inde- 
<« pendently of all others, ſo does each particu- 
< lar proteſtant church.” But of this principle 
and the reaſoning upon it you ſay nothing. It 
is one of my* © ſtrictures on the confeſſional; 
e and you, it ſeems, had no intention to con- 
pe? 4 | cc cern 
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| <erh yourſelf with theſe, any farther- than 
& occaſionally to collect from them my ſenti- 
< ments and principles of reaſoning} As illu- 
<« ſtrating the nature of the argument.” But as 
u take no notice of this, and of ſome others of 
the ſame ſort; your meaning in this declaration 
ſeems to have been, that you ſhould concern 
yourſelf no farther with them, than you 
thought you could either obviate them, or give 
2 8 a turn, as might make them ſeem to 
| urpoſe; but that; When you found 
I . to do either to your own ſatiſ- 
Eddies. you did not intend to meddle with them. 


1 EA In the courſe of my vindication 


; that when the governours of any 
« po 2 church have propoſed in its eſta- 
liſhed confeſſion to all, who are members 
t of it, ſuch a ſummary of the religion of 
© Chriſt, as every chriſtian, according to the 
<:beſt of their judgment, is bound in conſci- 
i ence to aſſent to, they then leave every man 
to judge and determine for himſelf, whether 
« jt is fuch an one, as he ought to aſſent to 
<« or not.” But! what if the pope, as you 
object, that powerful prince of darkneſs; | 
8 ſhould by himſelf or any of his in ein | 
* angels make this apology for erecting a ſpi- 


ritual dominion in the world, and enjoyning 


te the damnable doctrines of trankabſtantiation; . 

5 purgatory, and praying to ſaints? I agree 

with you, that this apology, if he was to make 
a — deſerve to 1 rejected with contempft 
or * He claims to be infallible, ane 
5 con- 
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conſequently to have aright, not mierelyof pro- 
poſing to chriſtians ſuch a ſummary of faith 
and doctrines, as every one, according to the 


155 beſt of his judgment, is bound in conſcience 


ih = aſſent to, but of binding their conſciences 
y his decifions and decrees. He therefore 
could not make this apology, without either 
being ridiculouſly weak, if he believed himſelf 
fincere, or affronting their underſtandings, if he 
thought them weak enough to be deceived by 
ſuch a pretence. When therefore I put this 
declaration into the mouth of the governours 
of proteſtant churches; it might have ſhewn 
vou, that according to my ſentiments and prin- 


1 Eiples they are not infallible, and have there- 


fors no right to bind mens conſciences. Nor 
were you left to collect my ſentiments on the 
head of ere, from my reaſonings only: 
they are 3 ſet forth, where 1 point out 
this © difference, between the church of Rome 
. and a ptoteſtant church; that the former 
e cannot ar. its doctrines without giving 
*« up its pretenſions to infallibility; whereas the 


latter, claiming _— a right to ſecure the 


« teaching of ſuch doctrines to its members, as 


it judges, upon the beſt information it can 
get, tobe agreeable to the truth of the goſpel, 


e may be better informed at one time than 
e another, and may therefore change them 
without any inconſiſten ec... 
You may now perhaps begin to perceive 
What the church of Rome does more; than my 
reaſonings will give proteſtant churches a right 
vs 5 1 TW - 
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Ao do. The pope claims an infallible antho- 
-rity in all matters of faith and doctrine, and a a 
ſupremacy, which would extend this authority 
over the whole church of Chriſt. Whereas 
according to my principles and reaſonings, the 
governours. of proteſtant churches can claim 
neither. But you keep this ſupremacy and in- 
fallibility out of fight : becauſe, if you had 
produced them, your readers might have ſeen 
the difference between the right, which I had 
undertaken to yindicate; and the groundleſs 
pretenſions of the church of Rome: between 
the right, which proteſtant church-governours 
claim, in conſequence of their duty, to inform 
to the beſt of their judgment the conſciences of 
all thoſe, who are under their care, whilſt they 
leave them in the mean time to judge for 
themſelves; and the fetters, which ſhe forges 
for the conſciences of all within her pale” by 
a pretended infallibility, to the decifions of 
which ſhe requires them implicitly to ſubmit: 
between the right of the former, which, being 
limited to their own church, leaves every other . 
church to follow the dictates of its own judg- 
ment; and the unjuſtifiable claim of the latter 
to an uncontrolable domination over all. 
Inſtead of entering into the claims of the 
church of Rome, and debating the queſtion - 
between us on the proper principles, you en- 
deavour to fix the attention of your readers on 
what is foreign tothe preſent purpoſe, the damn- 
able nature of her doctrines, ſuch as * © tran- 
_ £ ſubſtantiation, purgatory, and pray! 1055 to 
ln 1 wy r 


co 
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te ſaints. It matters not, you ſay, that theſe 
Vc are called damnable by thoſe, that are with- 
<* out the pale of that church; or that they 
e be thought ſo by numbers of the laity pro- 
* feſſedly of that church; or indeed that they 
« are damnable in themſelves, — ſo long as the 
< pope, the n judges them to 
ce be ſcriptural and ſaving doftrines.” And yet 
even here, as little as the nature of theſe par- 
' ticular doctrines is to our purpoſe, you might 
Have ſeen a diſtinction between the general right 
of proteſtant church-governours to ſet forth 
fark dofirines in an eſtabliſhed confeſſion, as 
after uſing all poſſible means of information 
they believe to be true; and a claim of the pope, ' 
even if he did not * to ſupremacy and 
infallibility, to ſet forth in the ſame manner 
ſuch doctrines, as he knows to be falſe. I ſay 
ſuch, as he knows to be falſe: becauſe though 
vou call theſe, which you mention, damn- 
able in themſelves, yet as in the judgment 
of your friend, who wrote the confeſſional, 
* they have no immediate ill effect upon civil 
« ſociety,” you would, 1 preſume, be under- 
ſtood, to mean, that they are then damnable, 
when they are taught, or received, by thoſe, 
who are convinced of their falſhood, or at leaſt 
are not convinced of their truth: for if you 
mean more than this; if you judge, that no 
| one, however firmly he may be perſuaded of 
the truth of them, can either teach, or receive, 
| them without incurring the penalty of damna- 
tion; I ſhall leave you to reconcile your opinion, 
he 5 „% 
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as well as you can, with the doctrine of ſincg- 
rity, as it was taught by ſome other friends 
of yours about half a century ago. „ 
Me are now come to the ſecond part of your 

performance, in which you undertake © to 
« conſider the force,” or rather the no force, 
« of my argument. 8 e 

I confeſs myſelf to have been at a loſs for 
ſome time to conceive, how you had miſled your- 
ſelf: and perhaps I might not have found out at 
all; if you had not given me a clue; where 
you tell your readers, that, when I ſay,” It is 
<« the duty of church-governours to take care, 
c that the people ſhould be inſtructed, I mean, 
te that it is their duty to appoint paſtors and 
te teachers for them; and that therefore you 
te have not miſrepreſented my argument by ſub- 
te ſtituting, to illuſtrate my meaning, the one 
te expreſſion for the other.” I will not charge 
you with any deſign of miſrepreſenting it; be- 
cauſe I believe, that you did not underſtand it: 
whether through my fault or your own, let 
others judge. * When I fay in the courſe of 
the argument, that it is the duty of church- 
« governours to take care, that the people ſhould 
t be inſtructed in the truth of the goſpel;” I 


mean only, what the words ſeem very plainly 


to expreſs, that it is their duty to take care, that 
the public inſtructions delivered to the people, 
| ſhould be agreeable to the truth of the goſpel. 
In another place, where the turn of my rea- 
ſoning ſhews me to be ſpeaking, not of the 
right of appointing inſtructors, but of the 
in B66: right 
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5 of trying the faith and doctrines of thoſe, 
who deſire to be appointed, I vary the expreſſion, 
and fay, that © it is the duty of church-go- 


«© vernours to preſerve and advance true reli- 


be gion, by providing fuch inſtructors for the 
4 people, as are ſound in their faith and doc- 


Le trines:” But the turn of my reaſoning makes 
uo impreſſion upon you; when you have no 


mind to attend to it. If I had luckily thought 
before of printing the word ſuch in Italics, you 
might perhaps with this help have diſcovered, 
that the proviſion here meant relates, not to 
the perſons, but to the qualifications of the 


inſtructors, and that it confiſts, not in ap- 
pointing paſtors and teachers, but in taking 


care, that they, who are to be appointed, ſhall 


beech, as are found in their faith and doctrines. 


*So that by joyning to premiſes of mine a 
concluſion of your own contriving, you have 
clouded and difturbed * that clear and fteady 
% medium of ſyllogiſm, through which you 
TY e ns to give a true ſight of the queſtion 


My argument ſets out upon this principle, 
The end and purpoſe, for which the univer- 
c falchurch of Chriſt was inſtituted, is to lead 


<* men to eternal life byithe preſervation and 
< advancement of true religion.“ This you 
« readily admit: but not without informing 


; your readers, that by the univerſal church of 


Chriſt I mean © chriſtianity.” I had juſt be- 


fore defined © the univerſal church of Chriſt 


| 1 «to | 
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te to be a ſociety, which he inſtituted, -and of 
c which he is the head, including in it all 
c thoſe, who profeſs to believe in his name, 
© and have been received by baptiſm into the 
© number of his diſciples.” You might there» 
fore have known, whether chriſtianity and the 
univerſal church of Chriſt are the ſame thing, 
by asking yourſelf, whether chriſtianity is a 
ſociety conſiſting of Chriſts diſciples. But you 
have an admirable art of © ſubſtituting one ex- 
_ © preſſion for another to illuſtrate my mean» 
ing without asking any gueſtions. Thus 
in one place you © ſubſtitute ſome * confeſ- 
* fions,” for, ſome confeſſion; in another,“ 

* any eſtabliſned confeſſion church-governours 
ce think proper, for, an eſtabliſned confeſſion; 
in a third, it is the duty of church- govern 
<« ours to appoint paſtors, and teachers, for, it 
is their duty to take care; that the people ſhould - 
be inſtructed. in the truth of the goſpel ; in a 
fourth, <** ſubſcribing. to an eſtabliſhed. con- 
* fefſion,” for, being a teacher of the goſpel; 
and here, © chriſtianity,” for a ſociety of men 
profeſſing chriſtianity, . Without this kind of 
ſubſtitution your examination would have been 
worth nothing; as your readers could not 
have ſuppoſed my meaning to be what you 
make it. e e 
From my firſt propoſition I infer, that f it 
« 1s the duty of thoſe, who are appointed un- 
eder Chriſt to ſuperintend and govern pagti- 
© cular churches, to ſecure and promote, 
| Res D 2 5 cc as 


, a 


w 


"3 


5 b See above at page 3. See pages 6, 7. 4 See 
page 25+ ; See pages 3. 4: Charge. p. 22 


: Ln - 
ec as far as they are able, the true faith and 
* doctrines of the goſpel.” '* © This likewiſe 
te you grant, though not as a juſt deduction of 
a duty peculiar to church-governours, but of 
« a duty incumbent on every chriſtian man, on 
« all the members of every particular church, 
ce whatever office they may, or may not, bear in 
te the ſame.” All I can ask of you more, than 
vou have granted, is to ſee, when I come to 
apply this- inference,” what I thought no one 
could have helped ſeeing, without being re- 
minded of it; that this duty, which is com- 
mon to all chriſtians, is to be diſcharged by each 
in ſuch a manner, as is ſuitable to his particu- 
lar ſtation; and that in every ſociety the ſtation 
of the governours of it makes it their peculiar 
duty to take care, as far as they are able, that 
the other members of it, in their reſpective 
ſtations and callings, advance the proper ends 
of it, by the proper and legitimate means. 
My next principle is; that * © the _—_ legi- 
te timate means of advancing and preſerving 
© the true religion of Chriſt are inſtructions in 
the faith and doctrines, which he and his 
« apoſtles delivered to mankind; backed by ſuit- 
"2 able exhortations and admonitions.” You i 
allow [theſe to be proper and legitimate 


v means; but deny them to be the only ones 


© becauſe, ſay you, to mention no more, a 
e perſonal example of the chriſtian graces 
„ might have been added.” It I had been en- 
gaged in vindicating the right of church-go- 
vernours to inſpect the morals of the clergy; I 
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ſhould probably not have overlooked the in- 
fluence, which ſuch an example in paſtors and 
teachers is likely to have upon the people. 
But when my vindication was confined to the 
right of requiring ſufficient aſſurance of their 


faith and doctrines; it would have been foreign 


to my purpoſe to mention the piety and virtue 
of their lives and converſations. + The word 
only however was not intended to exclude theſe 
or any other means, which you might happen 


to have in your eye, when you wrote your ex- 


amination; unleſs they were temporal rewards 
and puniſhments, which I had juſt before 
been ſhewing to be ſuch means, as the go- 
vernours of the church have no right to make 
_ uſe of for the attainment of that end, to 
which the ſociety, wherein they preſide, and 
the office, which they bear in it, are ultimate- 
ly referred. . Shgls, SO. 2 
: Having thus ſettled. the premiſes, let us re- 
conſider the ſentences, in which the conclaſion 
is deduced. —**< Since therefore it is the duty 
of church-governours to take care, that the 
< people ſhould be inſtructed in the truth of 
ee the goſpel, they have a right to require, that 
all thoſe, whom they appoint to be paſtors 
% and teachers, ſhould firſt give them ſufſi- 
ee cjent aſſurance of the ſoundneſs” of their 
* faith and doctrines. This is all they do, 
e when they require them to ſubſcribe to an 
« eſtabliſhed confeſſion.” An Engliſhman, 
who underſtands his own language, knows, 
that /ince therefore is the ſame as becauſe there- 
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fore, or as therefore becauſe. Here then are two 
+ Propoſitions, one of which is inferred from 
the other, —Becauſe it is the duty of church- 
governours to take care, that the inſtructions 

delivered to the people by their paſtors and 

teachers ſhould be agreeable to the truth of the 
; therefore they have a right to require, 
chat all thoſe, whom they appoint to be paſtors 
and teachers, ſhould give them ſufficient aſſu- 
rance. of the ſoundneſs of their faith and doc- 
trines. That church-governours have the ap- 
pointment of paſtors and teachers, is neither 


one of the premiſes, from which I argue, nor 


the concluſion, which I meant to eftabliſh, It 
is only a ſuppoſition introduced to ſhew, how 
the argument may be applyed in the moſt ſimple 
caſe; where the governours of the church, 
whoſe duty it is to take care, that the paſtors 
and teachers ſhould be ſuch, as hold faſt the 
faithful word, the myſtery of the faith in a 
pure conſcience, and they, whoſe office it is to 
appoint paſtors and teachers, are the ſame per- 
ſons: of which caſe I afterwards produce two 
ſcripture-preceqents, in the churches of Epheſus 
and Crete, from the epiſtles of St. Paul to 
Timothy and Titus. But notwithſtanding 
theſe ſcripture-precedents, you ® do not 
« think Wo demo backer, you can, or 
*. cannot, admit the ſuppoſition, that church- 
e governours have the appointment of paſtors 
< and teachers.” What then? As far as my 
argument, though not as far as ſcripture-pree 
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cedent, is concerned; you may either admit or 
deny it, juſt as you pleaſe. If the paſtors and 
teachers are appointed by other members of 
any church, or by the _ of the people, 
and not by the governours of it, the argument 
will ſtand thus; — Becauſe it is the duty of 
church-governours to take care, that the in- 
ſtructions delivered to the people by their 
paſtors and teachers ſhould be agreeable to the 
truth of the goſpel; therefore they have a right 
to require, that all thoſe, who are appointed 


| paſtors and teachers, ſhould give them ſufficient 


aſſurance of the ſoundneſs of their faith and 
_ doctrines. : . 
If you do not yet ſee the force of my argu- 
ment, and ſhould hereafter, contrary to my 
expectation, advance any thing of importance 
enough to induce me to continue a correſpon= , 
dence, which a very unimportant performance 
has led me to begin; I'will in my next, as you 
are a dealer in ſyllogiſms, reduce it for your 
benefit into this form. 4 | 


IJ am, Sir, 
4} 
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